How to Write Words of Foreign Origin

The sounds of foreign languages can not be transliterated
accurately in Japanese because written Japanese does not have
symbols for sounds not contained in the spoken language. Thus
the sounds of foreign words can not be represented faithfully in

written Japanese. Such words are interpreted within the Japanese

sound system and given Japanese pronunciation, which can then be
written in kana.
For example, the following sounds are not contained in Japanese;
they are frequently represented by such kana as the ones in
parentheses:
th > (4, ¥, X, &, V)
ti = (F; sometimes written 74 to approximate the original
sound more closely)
di = (; sometimes written 74 to approximate the original
sound more closely)
The exercises which follow focus on a number of sounds which

foreign learners find particularly troublesome to write.
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Words containing two or more consonant sounds in succession

(—cc—) are pronounced and written with appropriate vowels

placed after each consonant sound.

2-(1) t, dicidfE o 2825,
t and d are followed by o.
hint — hinto ok

(7272, saladi3 77 & &)

(exception: salad becomes sarada, %7 7')

2-(2) c¢,b,f,g, k,1,m,p, siZiiIfFu®iiz 5,
c, b, f, g k, I, m, p and a are followed by wu.

mask — masuku 7 A7
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Final —-te and --de are handled in the same way as -t and —d, becoming
to{ I ) and do( F).
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X7, @EERDe,b, f,k, 1, m, p,slledDTL, 22N LE 2l —uFik
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When the original word ends in ¢, b, f, k, |, m, p or s followed by silent

e, the consonant sound is followed by u in Japanese.
cf. simple I > 7L single > > 7L knife -+ A1 7
game 7 — L grape 7L —7
(7277, —gedDiX I, P24 b))

(However, —ge becomes ji, :°.)
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Long sounds are represented by a dash, —. This dash indicates
that the preceding vowel is given a duration of two moras.

L T &5 DB (writing horizontally) 72 T X 38 (writing vertically)
seesaw queen

seesaw F“/ ( — |V ' “" Z’ Z]
I
y, l
queen { 7214 1—1 v u ”_;_
3{(1) —ar, —er —ir, —ur, —or
car 7y — turban ¥ —/N
bar IN-— curtain 7 —7 »
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lover T IN— record L 77—}
tanker ¥ 2 4 — RO —or (& A IUEE T (THUER 5 5,
Final _or is expressed with a fong
Sir H— —a— sound, not a long —o0 sound
skirt R A — b sailor t-—7—
girl 7 — I doctor N 7 ¥ —
turn Y — error 7 —
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3-2) —ee-—-, —ea—, —ai—, —o0a—, —oU—, —al—, ——00—
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jeep =7 auction A—7 3
speech AL —F audition F—7T 4 ¥ 3~
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chain Fr—r pool 7=
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. Some words spelled with —oo— and
boat Rk —ea— are rendered in Japanese with a
coat I — k double consonant sound. Cf. p.86.
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